2024 Bishop’s Appeal Pastor’s Bulletin Messages

Bishop’s Appeal Kick-Off Weekend – Feb. 3-4, 2024

Sharing Our Gifts Helps Us Share Jesus’ Love

“When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to Him all who were ill or possessed by demons. The whole town was gathered at the door. He cured many who were sick with various diseases, and He drove out many demons.” – Mark 1:32-34
Dear Friends,
In today’s Gospel, we hear about Jesus spreading His message with all He encountered.  Jesus poured His love out, healing the sick and driving away demons.  After Jesus healed these people, He went from town to town, sharing His gift of love with all.  We are called to do the same.
Jesus calls us to join Him in His mission: we need to share His love, spread His message, and serve His people.  We join Jesus in His mission through Catholic Charities when a counselor assists a couple wanting to grow their family by adoption or a couple having trouble in their marriage.  Catholic schools and faith formation programs help our youth begin lifelong friendships with Jesus.  Entrust Retreats help people bring Jesus to anyone they encounter.  All of this and more is possible because of generous members of our parish sharing their gifts to the Bishop’s Appeal.
Please prayerfully consider making your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal to help these Diocesan ministries share Christ’s love.  Contact our parish office, use the pledge card you received at home, or visit the Bishop’s Appeal website at www.catholicfoundation.org/give to give today.
Thank you for your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal and for your support of <<Parish Name.>>

Bishop’s Appeal 2nd Weekend – Feb 10-11, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk148364270]Be the Face of Jesus for Others

“He stretched out His hand, touched him, and said to him, ‘I do will it. Be made clean.’
- Mark 1:41
Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel shows us how Jesus reaches out to a man and cures him of leprosy.  Jesus does the same for us: He reaches out, bringing us to Him to be healed physically and spiritually. Regardless of our background, status, or lifestyle, Jesus wants us to embrace and grow closer to Him.  We see this through the miracles He performed and the love He shared with everyone He encountered. 
Just like Jesus, Catholic Charities is Living the Eucharist and Sharing the Gifts.  Catholic Charities supports individuals who are struggling in our Diocese to help them find spiritual, financial, and emotional healing.  With counseling services for mental health struggles, debt management, adoption and parenting support, and marriage and family counseling, Jesus’ presence is shown across the Diocese of Green Bay.  Thanks to your support of the Bishop’s Appeal, you help Catholic Charities continue this essential ministry and care for people across northeastern Wisconsin.  Together, we bring Jesus to those in need.
Please prayerfully consider how you can be the face of Jesus for others by sharing your gifts to the 2024 Bishop’s Appeal.  Your generosity helps Catholic Charities serve people across the Diocese as well as brothers and sisters in our own parish.  I have had people seek counseling from me, and I have recommended that some people use the services Catholic Charities specializes in to give our parishioners even better aid in difficult times. Your gift impacts the lives of parishioners.  Please share your gifts today.
To give to the Appeal, contact our parish office, use the pledge card you received at home, or visit the Bishop’s Appeal website at www.catholicfoundation.com/give to make your gift.
Thank you for your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal and for your support of <<Parish Name.>>
	

Bishop’s Appeal 3rd Weekend – Feb. 17-18, 2024

Believe In and Share the Gospel

“Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the Gospel of God: ‘This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the Gospel.’” – Mark 1:14-15
Dear Friends,
“Believe in the Gospel!”  As we enter the first Sunday of Lent, this is a great reminder of Jesus’s call for us.  As disciples, we are to deepen our relationship with Jesus and share Him with all we meet.  This is what Living the Eucharist and Sharing the Gifts is all about.  Your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal helps us spread the message across the Diocese, especially in our Catholic schools and faith formation programs. 
Catholic schools give our children the chance to have a top-notch education where Jesus is at the center.  By sharing Jesus with them in Catholic schools, our children can begin a lifelong friendship with Jesus.  We also see this friendship occurring within our faith formation programs as children across northeastern Wisconsin learn the teachings of the Church and bring Jesus into their hearts.  Sharing the Good News with our young people answers Jesus’ call for us to strengthen our faith.  Our parish has been blessed by diocesan ministries that have supported our faith formation leaders and impacted our young people.
Please share your gifts to the 2024 Bishop’s Appeal to further these essential diocesan ministries.  Your gift allows <<Parish Name>> equips faith formation leaders to bring Jesus to the youngest members of our parish.  It is your generosity that influences the future of our Church, so please give today.  Contact our parish office, use the pledge card you received at home, or visit the Bishop’s Appeal website at www.catholicfoundation.com/give to make your gift.
Thank you for your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal and for your support of <<Parish Name.>>



Bishop’s Appeal 4th Weekend – Feb. 24-25, 2024

God Moves Through You

“Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; from the cloud came a voice, ‘This is my beloved Son. Listen to Him.’” – Mark 9:7
Dear Friends,
In the Gospel of Mark, we hear the story of Jesus’ transfiguration. As the disciples witness the glory of their teacher, God calls out to them. He shares that Jesus is His Son, and we are called to listen to Him. Peter, James, and John are amazed by the glory of Jesus.  Just as Jesus moved His disciples, He desires to move you, too.
We see God moving throughout the Diocese of Green Bay, and one way we see Him is through gathering every Sunday to receive the Body of Christ, hear the Word of God, and join in prayer to remember those in need.  The diocesan Parish Life & Family Mission Team equips <<Parish Name>> and other parishes across the Diocese with best practices in operations, family life ministry, faith formation, and liturgy.  Because of your support of the Bishop’s Appeal, our parish benefits from these diocesan resources and is here Living the Eucharist and Sharing the Gifts.
We live out the Eucharist through the 2,000 Eucharistic ministers that were trained to share the Body of Christ with others in Mass at parishes across the Diocese, including ours.  The Worship Jesus – Day of Encounter retreat gives parish staff the opportunity to worship with a thousand individuals in the Diocese and find more ways to share Jesus here at <<Parish Name>>.  Trustee and Council Chair workshops support members of our parish as they learn how they can best support the Church in their leadership positions.  Thanks to the Bishop’s Appeal, <<Parish Name>> is supported in these training efforts, so God can continue moving through us.
Please prayerfully consider how God can move through you for the 2024 Bishop’s Appeal, and make your gift today.  Contact our parish office, use the pledge card you received at home, or visit the Bishop’s Appeal website at www.catholicfoundation.com/give to make your gift.
Thank you for your gift to the Bishop’s Appeal and for your support of <<Parish Name.>>




