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February 5, 2010
To:  Operation Rice Bowl Coordinators, Pastors, 
And Parish Directors 
From: Margie Sumnicht, Catholic Foundation-World Missions
  Solidarity Will Transform the World 
A Lenten Journey with Operation Rice Bowl
In just a few weeks, with Ash Wednesday falling on February 17, our Lenten journey will begin.   Catholic Relief Services (CRS) invites your parish and school to join millions of Catholics across the United States and participate in Catholic Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl this Lent.  
Through Operation Rice Bowl, you will pray as a community of faith, fast in solidarity with those who do not have enough food, learn about the joys and challenges in the lives of people around the world, and give sacrificial contributions to assist the poor.

Enhance your Lenten celebration by integrating Operation Rice Bowl materials directly from their website at www.orb.crs.org  into your existing activities.  All Operation Rice Bowl materials can be downloaded in English or Spanish at this site:
· Integrate Operation Rice Bowl in the liturgy with Homily Notes, Prayer Intentions, and Bulletin Announcements.

· Prepare a simple meal from the Operation Rice Bowl Lenten Calendar during your community’s soup supper. Download the Lenten Calendar and recipes from orb.crs.org.

· Use Operation Rice Bowl reflections and photos from orb.crs.org during Stations of the Cross.

· Encourage youth to participate in Food Fast, CRS’ hunger awareness program for Catholic youth. More information is available at www.foodfast.org. 

· Invite a Global Fellow to visit your parish. Global Fellows are priests, deacons and seminarians who have visited CRS programs around the world and who can share their stories and reflections on global solidarity in parishes in the U.S.  Contact Mikaele Sansone at CRS: msansone@crs.org of 410-951-7366 to coordinate scheduling and logistics.
Your participation in Operation Rice Bowl ensures that Catholic Relief Services can continue to provide assistance to those in need in more than 100 countries.  Together we can transform the world through global solidarity. If you have questions, please contact myself or Lois Kitzman at 920-272-8102 or email msumnich@gbdioc.org.

If you haven’t already ordered your materials through our office, you can still order free Operation Rice Bowl materials at orb.crs.org or 1-800-222-0025 but don’t delay any longer!
Today humanity appears much more interactive than in the past;

This shared sense of being close to one another must be transformed into true communion.

The development of peoples depends, above all, on a recognition that the human race

Is a single family working together in true communion, not simply a group of subjects 

Who happen to live side by side.
-  Caritas in Veritate (53),Pope Benedict XV!,2009
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